
EXPRESSIONS OF TRANSITION
TO CONNECT IDEAS AND TO ADD FLUENCY TO COMMUNICATION

A.  To begin to introduce an idea or make a point:

a partir de (beginning with
al + infinitive (upon . . .)  
al principio (at the beginning) 

como punto de partida (as a point of   
departure)          

            en primer lugar (in the first place)
para empezar (to begin)

B.  To add another idea, or if you are telling a story and want to add the next step or 
express ideas that are taking place before, after, or at the same time:

a la (misma) vez (at the same time)
actualmente (presently) 
además (besides, furthermore)
ahora mismo (right now) 
al mismo tiempo (at the same time)
antes de + infinitive (before)
con respecto a (with respect to)
de antemano (beforehand, in advance) 
de aquí (ahora, hoy) en adelante (from 

now on) 
dentro  de  poco (shortly,  in  a  short  

while) 
después de + infinitive  (afterwards,    
after)

durante (during)  
en cuanto (as soon as)

       en la actualidad (presently) 
       entonces (then) 
       hace poco (a short while ago)
       hasta el momento, hasta la fecha 

(until now)
       hoy día (nowadays) 
       luego (then, later)
       mientras (while) 
       mientras tanto

(meanwhile, in the meantime)
       para continuar (to continue)
       primero (first)
       también (also) 
       tampoco (neither, nor . . . either) 
       tan pronto como (as soon as)
        y (and)

                                                      
C.  To express a contrasting point of view or to restrict a previously stated opinion:

a pesar de (que) (in spite of the fact that) 
aunque (although)
como (as, in as much as)
de lo contrario (otherwise) 
de ninguna manera (by no means)

      en cambio (on the other hand)
      pero (but)
      sin embargo (however, nevertheless)
      sino (but)
      sino que (but rather)

D. To present different aspects of a topic or to make transitions:

así que (so, therefore) hablando de (speaking of, in reference to)
con relación a (in relation to)  no...sino (que) (not...but rather)
con respecto a (with respect to)             por lo común (as a rule, usually)
conviene indicar/señalar (it is suitable to por lo general (generally)
                  indicate/ point out) por un lado (on one hand)
de ese modo (that way)  por otro lado (on the other hand)
de modo/manera que (in that way) si pensamos en (if we think about)



en cuanto a (regarding)                                  también viene al caso (it is also to the 
point)

 E. To emphasize or state/clarify an opinion:

a mi parecer (in my opinion) hay que tomar en cuenta que (one must       
realize that)

además (furthermore, in addition) lo importante es que (what is important is  
that)

de hecho (in fact) lo que importa es que (what matters is that)
            en otras palabras (in other words)             o sea (that is to say, in other words)

en realidad (actually) sin duda (without a doubt)
es decir (that is to say, in other words) sobre todo (above all)

 F. To introduce examples:

para ilustrar (to illustrate) por ejemplo (for example)

 G. To draw a conclusion, summarize, or to show cause and effect:

a causa de (on account of, because of) en resumen (in summary)
a fin de cuentas (in the end, en resumidas cuentas (in short)
  after all) en todo caso (in any case)
al fin (finally, at last, in the end) finalmente (finally)
al fin y al cabo (after all) para concluir (to conclude)
al parecer (apparently, seemingly) para resumir ( to summarize)
así que (so, therefore) para terminar (to end)
como (because) por (because of)
como consecuencia (as a consequence) por consiguiente (therefore)
como resultado (as a result) por ese motivo (for that reason)
de todos modos (at any rate, anyhow) por fin (finally, at last)
debido a (owing to, because of) por lo mismo (for the same reason)
en conclusión (in conclusion) por lo tanto (therefore)
en definitiva (in conclusion, definitely) porque (because)
en fin ( finally, in short) puesto que (because)

ya que (because, seeing that)
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